
Houston Developer Gerald Hines Passes 
 
HOUSTON – Gerald D. Hines, founder and chairman of the global real estate firm, Hines, passed away peacefully at home 
in London on Sunday, August 23, 2020. He was 95.  
 
Hines developed The Galleria in Houston, the architectural breakthrough Pennzoil Place and many skyscrapers, hotels and 
residential properties around the world. 
 

Born in Gary, Indiana on August 15, 1925, he recently celebrated his 95th birthday. The 
news of his passing was announced today by his son, Jeffrey C. Hines, who has been 
running the firm as President, and now assumes the role of Chairman and CEO of Hines. 

Hines was one of the world's premier real estate developers. The company was founded 
in Houston by Gerald Hines in 1957. (1) 
 
Over the decades, Hines and other ASHRAE Houston Chapter members, e.g. Israel A. 
Naman and other Houston ASHRAE Chapter Past Presidents and Chapter Members 
developed innovations that influence the built environment all over the world. 
 
He was the keynote Speaker at the January, 2017 Past President's Night, which is a 
celebration of the accomplishments of Hines and Houston Chapter Past Presidents. It is 
also, an opportunity for younger members to learn about a remarkable Houston 
company and its’ legacy. You will learn about Hines' industry leading preconstruction 

services and their development of optimal building design. (2) 
 
Gerald Hines was a mechanical engineer who started his career as a manufacturer's representative for air conditioning 
equipment in Houston. Mr. Hines transitioned to being one of the world's greatest real estate developers, but never forgot 
his roots in HVAC. He was pleased to be invited to Past Presidents Night as the speaker and help celebrate our shared 
heritage.  He was inducted in the Houston Chapter’s Century (100 Year) Club. Mr. Hines participated in a discussion about 
his history and the Hines Company as Founder and Chairman Hines Co-owner and Chairman of the firm’s Executive 
Committee participating in major new business ventures and cultivating new and existing investor relations. A video of 
the presentation is on the Houston Chapter Website and is available for download to view. (2) 
 
Education 
Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering Purdue University, 1948  
Honorary Doctorate Engineering Purdue University, 1983  
Honorary Doctorate University of Houston, 2012 
 
Career Highlights 
 
Founded the firm in 1957 in Houston. 
Pioneered quality architecture as a new business model in commercial real estate.   
Expanded the scope of the company by moving throughout the United States and then into foreign markets. Introduced 
new product lines and developed major new sources of equity and debt financing. 
Credited for setting new industry standards for quality in real estate investment development and management. 
Recipient of The Urban Land Institute’s J.C. Nichols Prize for Visionary Urban Development. 
Appointed as a Life Trustee by the Urban Land Institute. 
Member of the Board of Advisors for the Baker Institute at Rice University 
Served as chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas, 1981-1983 
 
Summary 
 
Since founding Hines in 1957, Mr. Hines has built the company into one of the leading real estate firms in the world. He 
has also been recognized for his adherence to the highest quality and ethical standards and for his support of urban 
planning initiative. 



Gerald D. Hines was widely regarded and regularly honored as a leading visionary in the commercial real estate industry. 
He transformed an entrepreneurial startup, established in Houston in 1957, into an international powerhouse, renowned for 
developing, owning and managing some of the world’s most recognizable architectural landmarks across five continents. 
With more than 4,800 employees, Hines today is active in 225 cities in 25 countries.  
 
Hines was revered for his ability to enhance urban landscapes and add lasting value to communities through innovative 
design concepts, intelligent planning, unmatched efficiency, trendsetting features, and the highest possible standard of 
quality. His careful attention to every detail and insistence on integrating the very best materials, systems and operational 
procedures, set the benchmark for excellence throughout the industry. 
 
 Most notable was Hines’ belief that memorable design by prominent architects could garner commercial success. This 
prevailing tenet revolutionized the building industry as well as the quality of commercial building stock in major U.S. cities, 
and reshaped skylines around the world. Throughout his career, Hines teamed with such major architects as: Lord Norman 
Foster; Bruce Graham and David M. Childs of SOM; Gyo Obata; Philip Johnson and John Burgee (15 projects total); I.M. 
Pei and Harry N. Cobb; Cesar Pelli; Kevin Roche; Robert A.M. Stern; A. Eugene Kohn and William E. Pedersen; Charles 
W. Moore; Frank O. Gehry; Jon Pickard; and Jean Nouvel, among others. 
 
The Hines firm has developed more than 907 projects around the world, including 100 buildings over 25 stories, and the 
tallest office towers in Texas, Kentucky, New Jersey, Oklahoma and Italy. After elevating Houston’s built environment to 
prestigious art with sustainable function, Hines made his mark across the nation, establishing large local offices in major 
hubs, including New York, San Francisco, Atlanta and Chicago. From 1996-2010, Hines made London his home base, 
having transferred day-to-day operations to his son, Jeff, who became the firm’s CEO and president in 1990.  
 
While abroad, Hines expanded into major Western and Eastern European markets, securing a footprint that is still growing 
across the continent. The firm also entered into Asia in the mid-1990s. 
 

Significant projects include 53
rd

 at Third, known as the Lipstick Building, New York; 101 California, San Francisco; One 
Ninety One Peachtree, Atlanta; Three First National Plaza, Chicago; Five Hundred Boylston, Boston; DZ Bank, Berlin; Porta 
Nuova, Milan; and EDF Tower, Paris. In addition are Houston landmarks, One Shell Plaza; The Galleria; Pennzoil Place; 
Bank of America Plaza; JPMorgan Chase Tower and Williams Tower.  
 
 In 2007, David Childs, chairman emeritus of Skidmore Owings and Merrill, said, “Hines’ attention to architecture has been 
good not only for the profession but also for urbanism, as his unwavering concern for the quality of his buildings extends 
beyond the plot of land and the frame of the site to the community.” 
 
Hines’ bold leadership in sustainability has been recognized by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Green 
Building Council, Global Green USA, and similar organizations in South America, Europe and Asia. His respect for the 
integrity of local architecture and native culture, and his ongoing effort to add public spaces, parks, water features, art, and 
other open amenities as extensions of commercial projects have enhanced the quality of life in numerous communities. 
 
 “Beyond his significant, impactful career and his pioneering contributions to architecture, sustainability and the built 
environment, Dad felt his greatest achievement is the team of dedicated professionals who have, and will continue to, carry 
on his legacy of peerless quality, integrity and innovation,” stated Jeffrey C. Hines, Chairman and CEO, Hines. 
 
Hines graduated from Purdue University with a degree in Mechanical Engineering and later received honorary doctorates 
from both Purdue and the University of Houston. He was a frequent guest lecturer at major universities and an esteemed 
speaker at industry events. Hines was the 2002 recipient of the Urban Land Institute’s Prize for Visionaries in Urban 
Development and is an honorary Fellow of the American Institute of Architects. Among his proudest accomplishments are 
the Gerald D. Hines College of Architecture at the University of Houston and the establishment of the Urban Land Institute’s 
Gerald D. Hines Student Urban Design Competition. 
  
Hines is survived by his wife, Barbara, four children, 15 grandchildren and one great grandson. Hines will be laid to rest in  
a private family ceremony in Aspen, Colorado. A celebration of his life will be held at a future date when it is safe to 
congregate. (1) 

   



A Blast from the PAST! 
59 years, ago Gerald D. Hines gave a Program Presentation Subject: “can an InveStment Builder 

Afford Good Architecture & engineering Services”  to the Houston Chapter on October, 1961. 
 
He now rejoins the Houston Chapter on Past Presidents Night January, 2017 with an updated 
program and he has unreservedly proven the historical answer that he spoke about 59 
yearS ag0: “that an InveStment buIlder can afford Good Architectural and Engineering 
ServIceS!” by demonstration over and over during that time period 

 
HAR Volume XVII, No. 2 Houston, Texas October,1961 
 
Mr. Gerald D. Hines is a native of Indiana. He graduated from Purdue University with a B. S. in Mechanical Engineering. 
Gerry was an officer in the Corps of Engineers during World War Il. He came to Houston in 1948, after completion of an 
executive training program with the American Blower Corporation, and stayed with the firm until 1950, when he entered a 
partnership in the Texas Engineering Company of Houston. Texas Engineering Company was active in the sale and 
engineering of products designed for commercial and multi-story office and public buildings. Mr. Hines started investing in 
real estate in 1951, and by 1957 the majority of Gerry's time was being occupied by the investment building field and Mr. 
Hines resigned from his sales and engineering activities. Gerry is a member of the Houston Engineering & Scientific 
Society, A.S.H.R.A.E., Inc., and is a Director of the South Main Bank. (2) 

 

HAR Volume XVII, No. 3 Houston, Texas November,1961 
 
Prexy Sez E.H. McLane: Again, our thanks go to Jack Buckley for a scheduling a good program. Gerry Hines delivered a 
very interesting speech and, from comments overheard, everyone enjoyed what they heard. 
 
The speaker of the evening, Mr. G D. "Gerry” Hines, spoke on the subject, "Can an Investment Builder Afford Good 
Architectural and Engineering Services. Mr. Hines cited a recent article in Architectural Forum magazine which stated that 
an investment builder could not afford good architecture and by inference also good engineering. Mr. Hines discussed the 
position of the investment builder in today's business world. The average corporation in, say, the 52% bracket is penalized 
by owning their own real estate facilities. By leasing facilities, capital can be freed to take care of technical obsolescence of 
plant equipment, hold down long term debt, and permit investment in improved production facilities. All of these may bring 

a higher rate of return than investing in their own real estate. (2)        
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