
Member Spotlight- Ian Taxman 

I grew up in suburban St. Louis, Missouri, where I graduated 

from one of the best public high schools in the US. After 

graduating from the University of Missouri at Rolla (now 

referred to as Missouri Science & Technology) I drove all the 

way to Houston, with a couple of stops along the way. My fairly 

new 1974 Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme was able to pull the U 

haul trailer with most of my worldly possessions without too 

much trouble. I had accepted an offer to begin work as a sales 

engineer with Powers Regulator Company either in Dallas or 

Houston, my choice. I picked Houston because my former 

college roommate was already in Houston working for a Brown 

& Root, and he told me there were lots of young people like 

ourselves moving to Houston. Actually, he said there were lots 

of pretty girls. That may not be politically correct now, but that was a big part of the attraction. Shortly 

after I arrived, my friend and I found two bedroom apartment to share, in order to save money. It was 

not far from my new job office location off of Westpark, which was good, given the Houston traffic.  

When I first started in the HVAC industry I had little concept of building controls, much less chillers, 

AHUs, etc. Pneumatic controls were still the norm at that time and I learned to design and estimate after 

several weeks of training at the company headquarters in Skokie, Illinois, outside of Chicago. Computers 

were not very user friendly then, so we depended on the engineers at the factory to handle most of the 

design and programming for the “automation systems.” Most of my experience with automation 

systems were associated with hospital projects, including Hermann Jones Pavilion, Methodist 

Neurosensory, and Memorial Southwest which was just being developed. That is when I met the folks at 

I. A. Naman + Associates, including Jack Buckley. We also provided control systems at some notable 

projects including The Prudential Building in Bellaire (now AT&T) and U of H Clear Lake Arbor Building, 

where I met Steve Redding, then with Lockwood Andrews and Newnam. 

I eventually was offered a small sub-branch office in Austin, which sounded like a great opportunity to 

be on the road to becoming a branch manager. While I enjoyed the vibe in Austin, Corpus Christi, and 

the Rio Grand Valley for a little more than a year, I missed the big city. When Ken Slack offered me a 

sales position with McMillan Equipment Company, I found myself back in Houston in 1979.  The owner, 

Hugh McMillan Jr. (father of Hugh III) was serving as ASHRAE Society president that year – actually, he 

signed my ASHRAE Associate Membership certificate. I met many of the folks that were quite active in 

the industry that year, including Bruce Appling, Conny Brown, Damon Gowan, Morris Backer, all of 

whom were so active in ASHRAE at that time. McMillan Equipment Company was a major rep firm in 

those days, and were well known for providing equipment on some major projects including Astroworld, 

and the Alaska Pipeline. I learned psychometrics, coil selection and design, and air handling unit 

application design at that time from Ben Gonzales, who had previously worked as a lead engineer at 

Thermal Engineering. I learned how to select and circuit a cooling coil, without computers. Everything 

was done by hand out of a design manual, or as Hugh called it – the many fingered method. Some of our 

product lines included Bohn Heat Transfer, Chrysler Airtemp, Mammoth custom rooftops and water 



source heat pumps, Tempmaster custom AHUS and VAV products, Allis Chalmers pumps, and ILG fans, 

and Barber-Colman Controls  – all high quality lines that no longer are in business! 

In 1983, Ben Gonzales and I decided to make our move and start a new manufacturer’s rep firm. We 

started from scratch, without taking any product lines from McMillan Equipment. We didn’t believe it 

was the right thing to do, and I am proud that we did it right.  

Our first order of business was to come up with a name. After several tries, we finally settled on AC 

Engineered Systems. We began on August 1st of 1983, working at Ben’s house in his dining room. That 

lasted about 3 weeks, after which I started looking for a small office. I found a lease space next to 

Sharpstown High School, down the street from my good friends at Ideal Engineering. I thought this 

would be a convenient place to start as it was central to several of our customers. We started selling 

vibration isolation, which Ben knew well. I quickly learned how to select and price, and started calling on 

some friendly contractors. We would quote the project during the day, assemble and box the isolators 

that night, and deliver the next day with Ben’s Oldsmobile Vista Cruiser – the largest station wagon ever 

made! After attending the ASHRAE convention in Chicago, we were able to sign up some more lines, 

including Graham variable frequency drives (now Danfoss), Continental Industries VAV boxes, and 

Robershaw Controls, which took me back to my roots. Most of the control jobs were still pneumatic, and 

I knew how to design and draw the control systems. We eventually hired a control engineer so I could 

get some sleep at night. 

We expanded into the adjacent lease space when be acquired the McQuay product line, that was 

previously represented by Roessler and then Al Balzer. We eventually outgrew that small space and 

purchased a building on Stancliff in 1990, not far from Trane. I guess we scared them off, as they moved 

to their new building within that same year. That was a milestone year for me, as it was the same year I 

married the love of my life, Sherri.  

Once we settled into the new building, we began to grow our organization to a substantial number of 

people. McQuay was a major line, and we did quite well providing air handling units on many projects, 

including a substantial number of buildings for Compaq Computer. They were growing like crazy and we 

loved working with them. I also got quite involved in the natatorium dehumidifier business, which 

started off pretty sparsely in the late 80s, but quickly began to grow to the point where we were doing 

most of the large pool projects in the Houston area. 

1993 brought me the gift of fatherhood, when my son Jarrett was born.  The following year, Bob Burch 

tapped me to consider getting involved with the Houston ASHRAE chapter. I became the chapter 

membership promotion chairman under Gaylon Richardson’s presidency. I think we had just moved 

from the old building on Buffalo Speedway to the new HESS building, which was previously a restaurant 

owned by Houston apartment maven Harold Farb. I moved up the chairs until I served as president for 

the millennium year, 1999-2000. Everyone seemed to be concerned about the Y2K issue, which never 

caused any issues for us, but it did make life interesting. 

I continued in my partnership with AC Engineered Systems until 2013, at which time we decided to go 

our separate ways. It had been 29 years, and Ben was ready to retire. I formed Taxman & Associates in 

February of that year. We had 3 employees – myself, Gus Rodriguez, and Karen Youngblood. We leased 

a space on Portwest, near the SPCA, and we focused on selling 100% outside air units and water source 

heat pumps. I also continued my natatorium work, providing the equipment and design assistance.  



Unfortunately, Gus became ill in January of 2014 and passed away in February. I lost a good friend of 30 

years, and he is still missed by many others. Dion Aviki and then Warren Muller joined us. The next 2 

years were going fairly well when I got a call from Mark McMillan (Hugh’s nephew) asking if I wanted to 

help him set up an office in Houston. I gave it a little thought, and then decided to accept the challenge, 

as I really wanted to grow the business. I found that I really enjoyed mentoring young engineers for the 

last several years, and I wanted to continue to share my experience with anybody that wanted to learn.  

I continue to enjoy working with young engineers, frequently amazed by how much I continue to learn 

while teaching others. I have enjoyed the experience  and have mad many, many good friends along the 

way. I hope to continue in the industry for who knows how long, while taking time off to travel and see 

the world with Sherri. 

 


